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Children At Risk 
A Cry for Help 

 

 
~National Statistics on Youth Violence~ 

� In 2005, among students ages 12–18, there were approximately 1.5 million victims of 
crimes at school, including 868,100 thefts and 628,200 violent crimes. 

 
� During the 2005–06 school year, 86 percent of public schools reported that at least 

one violent crime, theft, or other crime occurred at their school.  
 
� In 2005, 8 percent of students, in grades 9–12, reported having been threatened or 

injured with a weapon in the previous 12 months, and 25 percent reported that drugs 
were made available to them on school property.   

 
� In the same year, 28 percent of students, ages 12–18, reported having been bullied at 

school during the previous 6 months.  
 
� In 1999, 1,763 youth under 18 years old were arrested for homicide in the United 

States. Homicides committed by youth under 18 years old accounted for 10.1 percent 
of all homicides in 1999.  The juvenile arrest rate for violent crime in 1999 was 36 
percent.  

 
� Juveniles accounted for 17 percent of all arrests and 16 percent of all violent crime 

arrests in 1999, including 14 percent of aggravated assault arrests, 17 percent of 
forcible rape arrests, and 24 percent of weapons arrests in 1999.   

 
� During the 1998 to 1999 school year, a total of 34 school-aged children were 

murdered in or around school grounds or on the way to and from school.  
 
�  In 1998, among youth ages 10 to 19 in the United States, there were 2,570 homicide 

deaths, and homicide was the second leading cause of death for that age group.  Male 
youth were more than four times more likely than females to be murdered.  
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~continued~ 

 

 

Suicide:  
 
In 1998, among youth ages 10 to 19 in the United States, there were 2,054 suicides and 
suicide was the third leading cause of death for that age group. Male youth were more 
than four times more likely than females to complete suicide.  More than 60 percent of 
youth suicides in 1998 were firearm-related suicides. Survey data from 1999 indicate that 
8.3 percent of students in grades 9 to 12 made a suicide attempt in the year preceding the 
survey, 14.5 percent made plans to attempt suicide, and 19.3 percent seriously considered 
attempting suicide. 
 

Drugs:  
 
Among 8th-graders, use of injecting heroin increased from 0.2 percent in 2006 to 0.3 
percent in 2007.  Heroin use without a needle increased among 12th-graders from 0.6 
percent in 2006 to 1.0 percent in 2007. OxyContin use was reported by 1.8 percent of 
8th-graders, 3.9 percent of 10th-graders, and 5.2 percent of 12th- graders. Vicodin use 
was reported by 2.7 percent of 8th-graders, 7.2 percent of 10th-graders, and 9.6 percent 
of 12th-graders.  15.4 percent of high school seniors reported non-medical use of at least 
one prescription medication within the past year.  In 2005, one-quarter of all students in 
grades 9–12 reported that someone had offered, sold, or given them an illegal drug on 
school property within the previous 12 months.  
 
Gang Involvement:  
 
The percentage of students reporting the presence of gangs increased from 21 to 24 
percent between 2003 and 2005. The percentage of students at urban schools reporting 
the presence of gangs at school increased from 31 to 36 percent during this period. More 
than 840,500 gang members were estimated to be active in the United States in 1999. 
 
Overall School Conduct:  
 
In 2003–2004, 35 percent of teachers agreed or strongly agreed that student misbehavior 
interfered with their teaching and 31 percent reported that student tardiness and class 
cutting interfered with their teaching. 
 
High School Dropout: 

 
Approximately one million students drop out each school year. Every school day, 7000 
US students leave high school never to return.  In 2004, approximately 3.8 million 16-24 
year olds were not enrolled in high school and had not earned a high school diploma or 



GED.  Based on calculations, per school day (180 days of school, 7 hours each day), one 
high school student drops out every 9 seconds.  
 
 

Impact of High School Dropouts on Economy, Employment & Crime: 
 
High school dropouts are more than likely to be unemployed, earn lower wages, have 
higher rates of public assistance, be single parents, and have children at a younger age. 
Estimates from the most recent data available indicate that approximately 30 percent of 
federal inmates, 40 percent of state prison inmates, and 50 percent of persons on death 
row are high school dropouts.   
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INTRODUCTION  
 

 

This is a critical and scary time in our schools, communities and homes.  The tragic surge 
of violence in schools and communities nationwide is claiming the unlived lives of young 
people, devastating families and communities, and killing dreams and hopes of people of 
all ages.  It is becoming obvious that we as a society, have, and are continuing, to fail our 
youth, desperately.  There is a desperate cry for help and attention being voiced within 
the acts of violence, suicide, drug use, gang involvement, teenage pregnancy, high school 
dropout rates and complete disregard for human life.  It is vital that we go beyond merely 
addressing the destructive behavior, to uncovering, then destroying, the root of the self-
hatred, hopelessness and self-destructive choices.   
 

So, the question becomes … what are we going to DO about it?   
 

We will never change the fruit, unless we first destroy the root, of the problem.  We've 
talked about it, prayed about it, and attended the funerals of young people gone too soon.  
We’ve watched mothers and families grieve, as we’ve grieved along with them.  Yes, we 
are concerned; however, concern without action changes nothing.  How long will we 
continue to sit back enabling the self-destruction of our youth and not intervene?  Many 
believe that these problems only affect “other” communities, “other” schools, and “other” 
families.  We see it on the news happening “everywhere else”; never imaging it could 
reach our neck of the woods.  But the harsh reality is that the crisis is hitting closer to 
home everyday.  No school, no child, no community, is immune.  We are together in this 
state of emergency; an emergency that is plaguing schools and communities all across the 
country. 
 

But… 
Together…  

We can make a difference!  

 
Chris Gloss, America’s Number 1 “Possibilities” Empowerment Speaker & Author, is 
adamant about not sitting back and watching our children disregard, devalue and destroy 
their lives.  It is Chris’ determined commitment to empower, enlighten, and inspire our 
young people to see beyond the prevalent impossibility and hopelessness mindset, 
running rampant all around them.   
 
Having overcome great obstacles in his own life, Chris knows what it takes and is 
personally dedicated to getting the root of the problem.  He knows firsthand that by 
stimulating the hearts, minds, and dreams of our children we can help them to see 
themselves, and their precious lives, in a whole new light.   
 

    



 

Featuring America’s Number 1 “Possibilities”  
Empowerment Speaker & Author …  

Mr. Chris Gloss! 
 

 

Theme 

 
Together we Can and together we Will inspire the greatness that lies within each and every child. 
   
       
Core Message 
 
Chris Gloss Enterprises is committed to inspiring young people to see beyond the 
hopelessness and impossibility thinking that surrounds them everyday.  We believe that 
every single child deserves to know that their life has purpose and value.  Many children 
do not receive any positive reinforcement in their home, or their community; and the 
effects of negativity and hopelessness are detrimental.  It is our determined purpose to 
help our children learn to recognize and seize their awesome potential.  Help us bring this 
life changing, passion filled, and interactive session to your school.  This empowering 
workshop is guaranteed to engage, stimulate & arouse the hearts, minds, and 
dreams of every child. 
 
 
Objective 
 
� To positively enforce every child’s immense value 
� To encourage our youth to realize & lay hold to “their” world of possibilities 
� To activate higher self-esteem and healthy self-image 
� To establish goal setting as a way of life 
� To positively influence decision making and everyday choices   
� To establish a personal action plan   
 
 
 



 
Who will benefit from this program?   
 
 
� Elementary, middle and high school students of every race, gender, or background 
� “At risk” youth 
� Youth offenders 
� Administrators concerned about the choices and direction of today’s youth  
� Parents looking to support positive change in their children  
� Agencies/Facilities interested in encouraging positive thinking and better choices: 

and inspiring our youth to realize and seize the endless possibilities for their lives. 
 
 

Program Content (includes)  
 

� Leadership versus “follower-ship” 
� Decisions and Consequences 
� It’s not how you start… but how you finish 
� Integrity, character, and personal responsibility  
� Words, Thoughts, Decisions, Results… a powerful equation 
� The power of associations 
� What’s your plan?  
� Its not what others say, but what you say, about you 
� Your destiny… it’s in your hands 
� Where do we go from here? 
 

 

3 critical questions to ask & honestly answer when considering whether 

or not to bring the “Seize The Possibilities” National Youth 

Empowerment Tour to YOUR school or correctional facility?  
 
1. What is the value if even one child is saved? 
2. What is the value if even one child decides to change their course? 
3. What is the consequence of not taking action … now? 
 
 

 

Together we Can and together we Will 
Inspire the greatness that lies within 

each and every child! 
 



 
About Chris 

    

So who IS Chris Gloss  
& why in the world will young people listen to 

him???  
 
Born and bred in the rough streets of “The Bronx”, NY, when deemed the murder capital 
of the world, Chris Gloss began life as a potential statistic.  The youngest of four children 
born to a devoted, yet impoverished, single mother on public assistance, life was anything 
but easy.  The grim reality of hopelessness and poor quality of life, coupled with the pain 
of never experiencing the relationship he desired and desperately needed with his 
biological father, began to take its toll.  A host of bad choices, wrong associations and 
life-threatening situations put Chris on a fast track toward self-destruction.  However, 
painful losses of countless friends to the violence of the streets & prison cells, and a God-
mother’s love and concern, would eventually cause Chris to take a hard, honest look at 
his own life and make a decision to drastically alter its course.   
 
Cultivation of his leadership abilities followed suit as Chris defended our country in 
major conflicts during his voluntary service in the United States Army.  Maximizing on 
his talent for motivating others to greatness, he would go on to become highly successful 
in the sales arena, reaching top levels at numerous prestigious corporations, while 
simultaneously coaching fellow employees to improbable new heights.   
 
An unrelenting passion for knowledge became the inspiration for a host of educational 
accomplishments at various respected institutions, including Mercer University, Central 
Texas College and Cameron University.  But the burning desire that Chris possessed, to 
help others transform their lives, continued to call him toward the world of personal 
development.  This calling led Chris to be mentored by industry greats, such as Zig 
Ziglar, Tom Hopkins, and Les Brown, and eventually give birth to the Author and 
“Possibilities” Empowerment Speaker, within.   
 
Today, above and beyond impressive credentials, it is unquestionably Chris’ real life 
experiences which enable him to identify and connect with his audience, with passion and 
conviction.  He inspires others to see beyond hopelessness and impossibility mindsets, 
freeing them from self-imposed limitations, and helping them to discover and grasp their 
own world of possibilities.  Chris Gloss truly is the message that he brings:  
 

“No matter where a person starts, that does not have to be their conclusion!   

My life is a testimony to that truth.  I started on the bottom rungs of life, a potential 

statistic -- but through the grace of God, hard work, determination, & new choices, I’ve 

overcome the most challenging beginning.  And I know that if it is possible for me… 

then it is also possible for every child. ” ~ Chris Gloss 



 
 

 
 

INVESTMENT STRUCTURE 
 
 
As you can imagine, there is much time, effort, sacrifice and travel, as well as a boat load 
of passion and energy that is poured into each program session.  Chris Gloss and his team 
show up in full expectation of inspiring positive change in the lives of the young people 
who attend.   
 
As such, there are minimal requirements and significantly reduced program fees for 
bringing the “Seize the Possibilities” National Youth Empowerment Tour to your school, 
group or facility.  
 
However, we really want to bring this program to every school and every facility and are 
very willing and eager to work together to make sure that NO child is left out. 
 
Please call or email us today, for information on fees and requirements.  
 
 

And again … the 3 critical questions to ask & honestly answer… 

 
 

1. What is the value if even one child is saved? 
 
 

2. What is the value if even one child decides to change their course? 
 
 

3. What is the consequence of not taking action … now? 
 

 

 

 



CCCCCCCCCCCCOOOOOOOOOOOONNNNNNNNNNNNTTTTTTTTTTTTAAAAAAAAAAAACCCCCCCCCCCCTTTTTTTTTTTT            UUUUUUUUUUUUSSSSSSSSSSSS            TTTTTTTTTTTTOOOOOOOOOOOODDDDDDDDDDDDAAAAAAAAAAAAYYYYYYYYYYYY            TTTTTTTTTTTTOOOOOOOOOOOO            BBBBBBBBBBBBRRRRRRRRRRRRIIIIIIIIIIIINNNNNNNNNNNNGGGGGGGGGGGG            

   
TTTTTTTTTTTTOOOOOOOOOOOO            YYYYYYYYYYYYOOOOOOOOOOOOUUUUUUUUUUUURRRRRRRRRRRR            SSSSSSSSSSSSCCCCCCCCCCCCHHHHHHHHHHHHOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOLLLLLLLLLLLL            oooooooooooorrrrrrrrrrrr            FFFFFFFFFFFFAAAAAAAAAAAACCCCCCCCCCCCIIIIIIIIIIIILLLLLLLLLLLLIIIIIIIIIIIITTTTTTTTTTTTYYYYYYYYYYYY!!!!!!!!!!!!                        

 
 
 

Because together we Can and together we Will inspire the 
greatness that lies within each and every child. 
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